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YOU SHALL NOT HIDE YOURSELF 
Torah and the Sin of Looking the Other Way 

KEY IDEA: Torah does not define righteousness merely as avoiding harm. Sometimes righteousness requires us to act when 

another person's need has been placed within our reach. 

The Torah Text 

“You shall not see your brother's donkey or his ox fall down by the way, and hide yourself from them: you shall surely help him 

to lift them up again.”  — Deuteronomy 22:4 

The passage begins with lost animals and property (Deut. 22:1-3) and then moves to an animal fallen under its burden (v. 4). In each 

case, the person has seen the need. The question is what he will do after seeing it. 

Four Hebrew Movements in the Passage 

Hebrew Sense Torah Principle 

וְהִתְעַלַמְתָּ  vehit'allamta Do not “hide yourself” or deliberately ignore what you have seen. 

לאֹ תוּכַל לְהִתְעַלֵּם  lo tukhal lehit'allem You may not treat deliberate indifference as an acceptable option. 

ם ב תְשִיבֵּ שֵּ הָּ  hashev teshivem “You shall surely restore.” The goal is restoration, not merely noticing. 

קִים עִמּוֹ ם תָּ קֵּ הָּ  haqem taqim immo 
“You shall surely raise [it] with him.” Help means getting beside someone 

and lifting with him. 

The movement of the text can be summarized simply: SEE  →  DO NOT HIDE  →  RESTORE  →  RAISE. 

The Obligation Extends Beyond Friends 

Exodus 23:4-5 gives a striking parallel: if the wandering ox belongs to “your enemy,” or the fallen donkey belongs to “one who 

hates you,” the obligation remains. Personal dislike does not give us permission to become unjust ourselves. 

What This Mitzvah Teaches Us 

• Knowledge can create responsibility. There is a difference between a need we genuinely do not know about and one we have 

seen but choose to ignore. 

• Torah-shaped compassion is practical. Concern, prayer, and encouragement matter, but sometimes obedience requires us to put 

our hands to the burden. 

• Helping does not necessarily mean taking over. The phrase ֹעִמּו (immo), “with him,” reminds us that assistance can involve 

helping someone carry his responsibility rather than replacing it. 

• The fact that we cannot do everything must never become an excuse for doing nothing. Proverbs 3:27 asks whether the good is 

“in the power of your hand” to do. 

The Same Torah Principle in the Ketuvim HaNotsrim 

Luke 10:25-37 - The priest, the Levite, and the Samaritan all saw the wounded man. The difference was what they did after seeing. 

The Samaritan stopped, treated his wounds, carried him to safety, and provided for his care. Yeishua concluded: “Go, and do 

likewise.” 

James 2:15-17 - Ya'akov likewise rejects a faith that offers good wishes while withholding practical help that is actually within 

reach. Living faith produces action. 

What This Command Does NOT Require 

• Putting ourselves or others in unreasonable danger. 

• Enabling addiction, manipulation, abuse, or chronic irresponsibility. 

• Assuming authority or responsibilities that properly belong to someone else. 

• Believing that we are personally responsible to solve every problem we encounter. 

The issue is not whether we can fix everything. The issue is whether we manufacture an excuse because doing what is right 

would be inconvenient. 
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A Torah Community Cannot Be a Community of Bystanders 

A healthy assembly needs people who notice - not so they can criticize everyone, but so they can serve. We notice the visitor who is 

unsure where to go, the elderly person who needs assistance, the missing member who may need a call, the burden someone cannot 

lift alone, or the wrong that should not simply be ignored. 

Discussion & Reflection 

1. What is the difference between genuinely being unable to help and “hiding ourselves” because helping would be inconvenient? 

2. How does Exodus 23:4-5 change the way we apply this command when the person in need is someone we dislike or with whom 

we have conflict? 

3. What does “with him” teach about the difference between helping and enabling? 

4. Where might we be tempted to “look the other way” in our family, workplace, neighborhood, or congregation? 

5. What is one good thing currently “in the power of your hand” to do? 

TAKEAWAY: Not every need is ours to solve, but when The Almighty places a need within our sight and within the power of 

our hand, Torah asks more than whether we noticed. It asks what we did next. 

Read Along: Deut. 22:1-4  •  Exod. 23:4-5  •  Lev. 19:18  •  Prov. 3:27  •  Luke 10:25-37  •  James 2:15-17 
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